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Today, LG Professionals WA, released Bigger Impact. Better Outcomes: Unleashing Capacity within Western 
Australian Local Governments.  
 
In this document, our Association puts forward practical solutions to improve the performance of local 
governments by freeing up existing capacity from within the sector, so that local governments can make a bigger 
impact and deliver better outcomes for their communities.  
 
“The current framework, the Local Government Act 1995, treats all local governments the same.  The same 
framework that exists for the largest local government, also exists for the smallest.  This plainly makes little sense, 
when there are such vast differences in size and scale between local governments.”  Said LG Professionals WA Chief 
Executive Officer, Warren Pearce. 
 
“Local government needs a legislative framework that differentiates between local governments, that recognises 
that some have significant capacity and can be relied upon to take on greater responsibility and others have very 
limited capacity and simply can’t afford to carry the same levels of compliance and administration.”  
 
“It means removing the regulatory red tape that is holding back our sector and ensuring that there is an appropriate 
balance between compliance and performance.” Said Mr Pearce. 
 
Other recommendations, include a call for the introduction of compulsory training for elected members, a review 

of the Local Government Act 1995, a support role for the Public Sector Commission in local government CEO 

recruitment and performance reviews, and the establishment of a training fund for local government officers.  

“These recommendations require minimal new funding and most can be achieved within the existing resources of 
government.   If implemented, they will unlock significant capacity and resourcing within the local government 
sector enabling local governments to better serve their communities.”   
 
“Whatever the outcome of the state election, LG Professionals WA commits to work co-operatively with whomever 
forms government, to advance the interests of our sector and the State of Western Australia.” Said Mr Pearce.  
 
To read the full document, Bigger Impact, Better Outcomes: Unleashing capacity in Western Australian Local 
Governments, please visit to the LG Professionals WA website.  
 
- ENDS  

  
For enquiries or further comment please contact Warren Pearce, Chief Executive Officer, LG Professionals WA 
on 0477 399 130 or by email at warren@lgprofessionalswa.org.au  
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About LG Professionals WA 
 
Local Government Professionals Australia WA (LG Professionals WA) is the peak representative body for local 
government officers in Western Australia. 
 
Local Government Professionals Australia (formerly known as Local Government Managers Australia) was 
established in 1935 and is a National Federation with Member Associations in each State, representing over 5,000 
members across Australia, and over 900 members in Western Australia. 
 
Among our membership, we are privileged to count the overwhelming number of Chief Executive Officers of 
Western Australian local governments, as well as officers from all across the diverse range of professional 
disciplines. 
LG Professionals WA provides a range of services for our members and local government professionals, including: 
  

 Support for local government officers; 

 Advocacy, representation and policy development; 

 Professional development and training; and 

 Conferences, forums and networking events  
 
Our purpose is to enable our members to realise their local government career and leadership aspirations and to 
ensure that their voice is critical in shaping our sector. 
 
We are committed to continuing improvement in local government leadership, governance, management and 
service delivery for local communities, and ensuring that our members are at the forefront of change and 
innovation.   
 


